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THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT 


OF 


JONAS  PRESTON,  m.  d.  dee  d. 


JANE  FRESTON,  Executrix , 

JOHN  R.  THOMAS  & ) „ 

ELI  K.  PRICE,  ' Executors. 


Proven  before  JOHN  GEST \ Register , 

» 


April  8,  A.  D.  1836. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1836. 


Be  ft  rememteretl,  That  I Jonas  Preston  of  the  City  of 
Philada.  physician,  do  hereby  make  this  my  last  will  and  tes- 
tament in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ; First,  I will  that 
all  my  just  debts  &,  funeral  expenses  be  fully  paid  6c  satisfied. 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife  Jane  Preston 
all  my  household  &.  kitchen  furniture  and  all  other  articles  and 
things  purchased  6c  provided  by  me  for  family  use  & all  my 
wearing  apparel  including  my  gold  watch,  also  all  my  Five 
pr.  ct.  loan  in  the  Schuylkill  navigation  Company,  with  the  In- 
terest that  may  be  due  or  have  accrued  at  the  time  of  my  de- 
mise. 

Item,  I give  and  devise  to  my  beloved  wife  her  heirs  and  as- 
signs forever  the  messuage  no.  250  on  mulberry  street  in  which 
I now  reside  6c  the  lot  or  piece  of  ground  thereunto  be- 
longing with  the  appurtenances ; I also  give  devise  and  be- 
queath unto  my  wife  all  my  land  6c  real  estate  in  the  town- 
ship of  newtown  in  the  county  of  Delaware  together  with  the 
rents  issues  and  profits  thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  her 
natural  life  and  at  her  decease,  I give  and  devise  to  my  ne- 
phew Dr.  George  Thomas  of  westw  hiteland  township  Chester 
County  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  that  Farm 
or  part  of  the  said  lands  now  occupied  by  Rees  Hoops  in- 
cluding the  ground  and  tenement  on  crum  creek  now  rented 
to  Joseph  VVatson  being  the  part  devised  to  me  by  my  late 
Mother-in-law  Mary  Reece. — 

Item,  I give  and  devise  to  my  relative  Samuel  Caley  of 
Newtown  aforesaid  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  all  that  farm 
or  other  part  of  the  said  lands  now  occupied  by  Mary  Davis 
including  the  small  meadow  lot  6c  springhouse  rented  to 
Thomas  Lewis  being  that  part  of  said  lands  conveyed  to  me 
by  my  late  Mother-in-law  Mary  Reece  by  deed  dated  the  29th  of 
June  1804  recorded  in  deed  book  G.  p.*  175  subject  neverthe- 
less to  the  payment  of  an  annual  rent  charge  forever  hereafter 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  I devise  in  trust  to  Elijah  Brooke, 
Henry  Pratt,  Samuel  Bartram  and  Randall  Pratt  the  trustees 
(now  holding  the  titles  to  the  grave  yard  meeting  house  school 
house  tenement  &,  ground  appurtenant  to  the  Use  of  newtowm 
preparatory  meeting  of  friends)  and  to  the  survivors  6c  survi- 
vor of  them  and  their  successors  lawfully  appointed  by  the 


f 


2 

said  meeting  from  time  to  time  and  to  be  by  them  recovered 
as  rent  charges  with  clause  of  distress  are  by  law  recovera- 
ble, the  said  two  hundred  Dollars  to  be  by  them  annually  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  the  school  and  schoolhouse  belonging 
to  the  said  preparative  meeting  of  friends  &,  for  schooling  two 
or  more  poor  children  at  said  school  as  shall  be  directed  by 
the  said  meeting — The  several  foregoing  bequests  to  my  wile 
are  given  in  lieu  of  her  dower  in  my  Estate — 

Item,  1 give  and  bequeath  to  Dr.  George  Thomas  my  libra- 
ry—minerals  & fowling  piece,  and  to  the  said  Samuel  Caley 
I give  my  folio  bible  in  two  Vols.  called  Purvers  bible  which 
was  the  property  of  his  late  uncle  William  Keece. — 

Item,  I give  and  devise  to  my  nephew  William  Lea  his 
heirs  &,  assigns  my  two  story  stone  house,  tenements  stables 
coachhouse  &,  lots  of  ground  thereunto  belonging  with  the  Or- 
chards gardens  &,  appurtenances  including  all  my  real  Estate 
situate  in  the  Village  of  Brandywine  near  Wilmington  in  the 
state  of  Delaware.  1 also  give  &,  devise  to  the  said  William 
Lea  his  heirs  and  assigns  my  three  story  brick  house  no.  11. 
situate  on  Sansom  street  between  7th  & 8th  streets  in  the  city 
of  Philada.  &,  the  lot  or  piece  of  ground  thereunto  belonging 
with  the  appurtenances — 

Item,  I give  and  devise  to  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  my 
neice  Catharine  Hinckson  wife  of  George  Hinckson  & to  her 
heirs  and  assigns  all  that  my  five  hundred  acre  tract  of  dona- 
tion land  being  lot  no.  75.in  the  second  district  situate  near  the 
town  of  Newcastle  in  mercer  county  in  the  State  of  Pennsyla. 
whereon  she  now  resides  with  her  husband  and  family — 

Item,  I give  devise  and  bequeath  to  Joel  C.  Baily,  Hannah 
Marshall  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Marshall,  Eliza  Baily,  Margaret 

Harlan  wife  of Harlan  & Caroline  Baily  children  of  my 

friend  the  late  Dr.  Abraham  Baily  of  Chester  County  share  and 
share  alike  &,  to  their  respective  heirs  & assigns  all  my  right 
title  & interest  in  and  to  the  real  Estate  lately  belonging  to 
the  company  for  erecting  a bridge  over  the  Susquehanna  near 
McCall’s  ferry  Also  all  my  claims  & demands  against  their 
late  father  & against  the  said  Company  & all  my  shares  of 
stock  therein  in  equal  portions. 

Item,  I give  & devise  to  my  neice  Mary  Hoskins  of  Radnor, 
my  three  story  brick  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ridge  Road 
between  Wood  and  Callowhill  street  in  spring  garden  district 
with  the  lot  of  ground  thereunto  belonging  with  the  appurte- 
nances &,  to  her  heirs  and  assigns. 
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Item,  1 give  devise  and  bequeath  to  Abigail  Evans  my  three 
story  brick  house  in  Wood  street  between  9th  &,  1 Oth  streets 
in  the  district  of  spring  garden  with  the  lot  of  ground  thereun- 
to belonging  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life  and  the 
remainder  to  pass  into  the  residue  of  my  Estate  & become  a 
part  thereof  Sf  to  be  applied  to  such  uses  as  herein  after  direct- 
ed by  the  residuary  clause  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament. 

Item,  1 give  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Benjamin  Coombe 
junr.  of  Pottsville  all  my  undivided  right  interest  and  Estate 
in  lands  in  Schuylkill  County  situate  on  the  Mohanoy  Creek 
ajoining  land  of  Stephen  Girard  &.  others  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  three  several  notes  of  hand  which  i hold — 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  several  neices  respectively 
as  follow  viz.  Ann  Coombe  wife  of  Benjamin  Coombe — 
Edith  Edge — Jemima  Gyger  wife  of  Jacob  Gyger — Jane 
Richardson,  Ruth  Croasdale — Martha  Chapman  wife  of  Seth 
Chapman  Esqr. — to  each  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  Dollars — 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  neices  Mary  Engle  and 
Catharine  Robinson  wife  of  Thomas  Robinson  to  each  respect- 
ively Forty  eight  shares  of  stock  in  the  bank  of  Delaware 
County  to  be  transfered  by  either  of  my  Executors.  And  to 
my  nephews  Joseph  Fusey — Lea  Fusey — Jonas  Fusey — Jacob 
Pusey — Joseph  Lea — John  L.  Corbit — Freston  Eyre — Isaac 
Eyre  and  Jonas  P.  Fairlamb  each  1 give  and  bequeath  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars — 

Ttem,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  sisters-in-law  Phebe 
Thomas — Lydia  Thomas — Elizabeth  Thomas  and  Anna 
Thomas  & to  my  wards  Jane  Thomas  & Mary  Thomas  to 
each  I give  three  shares  of  stock  in  the  West  Chester  Rail 
Road  Company  &.  to  Sarah  R.  Thomas  two  shares  of  the  said 
stock  making  in  all  twenty  shares — 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  Dr.  John  Moore  the  sum  of 
One  thousand  Dollars  in  consideration  of  his  kindness  to  me 
in  sickness. 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  the  apprentices  Library  one 
thousand  dollars — and  to  the  indigent  widows  & single  wo- 
mens society,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars — 

Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  the  “ Pennsylvania  society  for 
promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery  & for  the  relief  of  free 
negro’s  unlawfully  held  in  bondage  & for  improving  the  condi- 
tion of  the  african  race”  the  sum  of  One  thousand  dollars  to 
be  invested  by  order  of  the  said  society  and  the  annual  income 
thereof  applied  in  the  support  of  the  Clarkson  schools  under 
its  direction. 
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Item,  It  has  long  been  my  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
lying-in  Hospital  in  the  City  of  Philada.  for  indigent  married 
women  of  good  character  distinct  and  unconnected  with  any 
other  Hospital,  where  they  may  he  received  and  provided  with 
proper  obstetric  aid  for  their  delivery  &,  with  suitable  attend- 
ance and  comforts  during  the  period  of  weakness  & suscepti- 
bility which  ensues,  continuing  ordinarily  about  four  weeks;  I 
have  no  doubt  that  there  is  often  much  suffering  and  loss  of 
life  in  such  cases  from  the  effects  of  ignorance  and  destitu- 
tion— and  I think  an  establishment  for  affording  the  required 
assistance  well  deserves  a place  among  the  numerous  charities 
which  attest  the  Christian  Philanthropy  that  characterises 
Philada. — Under  this  conviction  cV.  to  contribute  what  may  be 
in  my  power  to  supply  the  want  with  a firm  belief  that  our 
blessed  Lord  will  cause  the  work  to  prosper  so  that  the  needy 
shall  not  always  be  forgotten  nor  the  expectation  of  the  poor 
perish  forever — 1 do  hereby  give  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  rest 
residue  & remainder  of  my  Estate  Real  and  Personal  whatso- 
ever and  wheresoever  (excepting  my  silver  Vase  presented  to 
me  by  the  stock-holders  of  the  schuylkill  navigation  company) 
to  my  executors  hereinafter  named  to  have  and  to  hold  to  them 
their  heirs  executors  & administrators  in  trust  for  the  following 
uses  & purposes,  that  is  to  say,  That  they  the  said  executors 
& the  survivor  of  them  & the  heirs  executors  & administra- 
tors of  such  survivor  shall  receive  the  income  of  the  real  estate 
and  the  said  income  as  received  shall  hold  & dispose  of  as  fol- 
lows— that  is  to  say,  the  same  shall  be  invested  & the  income 
of  the  personal  shall  also  be  invested  from  time  to  time  so  as 
to  accumulate  untill  a Lying-in  Hospital  shall  be  established 
& incorporated  upon  a plan  embracing  the  outline  contained 
in  a paper  marked  A.  and  signed  with  my  name  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  give  assurance  of  its  permanency  & respectability  and 
then  & immediately  thereafter  to  convey  assign  and  transfer 
the  whole  of  the  said  estate  both  Real  and  personal  to  such 
corporation  absolutely  and  in  fee  simple  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  to  avoid 
all  doubt  or  question,  1 hereby  give  to  the  Trustees  or  Trustee 
aforesaid  for  the  time  being  a full  discretion  as  to  investments 
not  limiting  them  to  stocks  or  securities  which  by  Law  or  by 
Practice  are  deemed  the  proper  ones,  but  leaving  them  to  judge 
which  are  most  like  to  prove  advantageous,  without  any  re- 
sponsibility for  loss. 

Item,  I do  hereby  will  bequeath  and  direct  that  my  execu- 
tors do  hand  over  to  the  managers  of  the  said  corporation  when 
established  my  large  silver  Vase  aforesaid  to  be  safely  kept  in 
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the  building  occupied  for  a Hospital  as  a memorial  of  the  libe- 
rality of  the  said  stock  holders  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  taste 
and  skill  of  the  artist 

And  lastly  1 do  hereby  appoint  my  brother-in-law  John  R. 
Thomas  &,  my  friend  Eli  K.  Price  Esqr.  my  executors  & 
Trustees. 

In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  & seal 
this  12th  day  of  the  fifth  month  in  the  year  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  five.  1835. 

JONAS  PRESTON 


Witnesses  subscribed 
by  request  of  the  testator, 

John  G.  Hoskins, 
Thos  Firth. 


^Ai/adcA/iAta,  od/iri/  $tA,  / $$6 . ATAen  fietocnaA/y  afi/ieated  ftAn 
{?.  GAoeeAine  jj  SAAomao  AdittA,  tAe  HI  itneooco  to  tAe  AdAneyetny  wt/A, 
jj  on  tAei*  oo /on  n animation*  did  oay  tAat  t fifty  u/crc  fiieocnt  and 
did  occ  and  At  at  ^cnao  0*coton,  id(>.  Of.  deceased,  tAe  teotatoi  tfctc- 
in  nanud,  oiyn,  oca  A,  Jiu/AtoA  and  dec/ate  tAe  oame,  ao  and  jo*  Aio  foot 
tyf't/A and  ATcotamcnt,  and  tAat  at  tAe  detny  t Af  ter j Ac  u>ao  oj  oound 
mind,  motnety,  and  dSndciotandmy,  to  tAe  Acot  oj  tAcii  Atiow/cdyc  and 

AoAioj.  AAccatn, 

John  Gest,  (ffieyiout . 
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Ue  ft  remembered,  That  I Jonas  Preston  of  the  City  of  Phi- 
ladelphia,Physician,  do  hereby  make  and  publish  this  as  a Codi- 
cil to  my  will  bearing  date  the  12th:  day  of  the  Fifth  month 
Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  five,  witnessed  by  my  friends  John 
G.  Hoskins  and  Thomas  Firth,  which  will  and  testament  I do 
hereby  republish  and  confirm.  Having  inadvertently  omitted 
the  name  of  my  beloved  wife  as  an  Executor  of  my  said  last 
will  and  Testament;  1 do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  her  my 
said  wife  Jane  Preston  an  Executrix  and  Trustee  under  my 
said  will  and  testament  as  if  named  therein  with  my  brother-in- 
law  John  R.  Thomas  and  my  friend  Eli  K.  Price.  In  testi- 
mony whereof  I hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  14th.  day 
of  the  Third  Month  Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six. 

JONAS  PRESTON 


Signed,  published  and  declared  as  and  for  a Codicil  and  repub- 
lication of  his  last  will  and  testament  by  Jonas  Preston, 
M.  D.  in  our  presence,  who  in  the  presence  of  each  other 
have  hereunto  set  our  hands  the  day  of  the  date  last  afore- 
said. 


Claudius  Harper, 
Thos.  Firth. 

0yU/acUfy./ua,  odfirif §ti,  / $36,  ZTfen futocnaffty  a/t/uated  Cd’fau- 
daod  ef&at/icr  ff  Sffiod.  Sfiirtf  tfic  witncooco  to  tfic  jotcyeiny  Cfjcdicif tc- 
juif /cation,  and tfic  ^ctmci  on  fie  Oatf,  and  tfc  fattci  on  fie  eefemn  af- 
firmation did  day,  tfat  tfey  wore  fiicecnt  a?id  did  ecc  and  feat  Jcnae 
Wooten,  df(i.  Of-  deceased,  tfc  ETcetatci  tfctcin  named,  etyn,  oca/,  ftuf- 
and  dec  fate  tfic  eamc,  at  and  for,  a ^odicif  to,  arid  fduc/iuf /ca- 
tion of,  fie  foot  toiff  and  STcotamcnt,  and  tfiat  at  tfc  doiny  tfciccf  fie 
tuao  of  eound  mind,  memory  and  undcretandiny  to  tfic  foot  of  tfeir 
f now  f dye  and  fcficf,  ^ffciavi , 

John  Gest,  0&cyutet. 
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Paper— A* 

Outline  of  a plan  for  a Lying-in-Hospital. 

1.  The  management  of  the  Hospital  shall  be  committed  to 

managers  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  contributors 
aided  by  a committee  of  respectable  married  females  to  con- 
sist of  not  less  than  to  be  named  by  the  managers. 

2.  The  payment  of  Dollars  shall  annually  constitute 

a contributor — And  the  payment  of  Dollars  at  one 

time  shall  constitute  a contributor  for  life — 

3.  The  managers  shall  appoint  the  needful  Physicians  officers 
&,  nurses  & fix  their  compensation  &.  at  pleasure  remove 
any  of  them  having  especial  respect  as  well  in  apppoint- 
ments  as  in  removals  for  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  com- 
mittee of  females — 

4.  The  Hospital  shall  be  located  at  some  suitable  place  within 
the  following  limits  viz.  Between  the  Hivers  Delaware  4* 
Schuylkill  and  between  Cedar  street  and  Coates  st:  con- 
tinued to  Schuylkill. 

5.  The  persons  to  be  admitted  shall  be  married  females  of  good 
character  and  in  indigent  circumstances  who  are  near  the 
time  of  their  confinement — they  shall  be  received  at  such 
time  as  seems  suitable  & maintained  in  the  house  for  such 
period  as  the  state  of  their  health  may  require  but  not  in  any 
case  to  to  exceed  weeks  after  delivery  & be  provided 
with  whatever  their  situation  may  require  free  of  expense — 
None  however  shall  be  received  but  such  as  at  the  time  of 
application  shall  be  resident  in  the  City  or  County  of  Phi- 
lada.  or  County  of  Delaware  &,  shall  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  of  character. 

5th  mo.  12/A,  1835.  JONAS  PRESTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  8th,  1836.  Then  Personally  appeared  Thos. 
Firth,  John  G.  Hoskins  and  Claudius  Harper,  and  the  two  former  on 
their  solemn  affirmations  and  the  latter  on  his  oath,  did  say,  that  they 
were  well  acquainted  ivith  Jonas  Preston,  M.  D.  deceased,  whose  name 
is  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  writing  marked  A.  ( referred  to  in  his 
foregoing  will)  in  his  life  time,  and  are  acquainted  with  his  hand  wri- 
ting, having  seen  him  write  his  name  as  well  as  other  matters,  that 
they  hate  viewed  his  signature  “ Jonas  Preston”  subscribed  to  said 
writing  marked  A.  and  verily  believe  the  same  to  be  the  proper  hand 
writing  and  signature  of  him  the  said  “ Jonas  Preston to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

THOMAS  FIRTH, 

JOHN  G.  HOSKINS, 
CLAUDIUS  HARPER. 

Affirmed,  sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  the  date  above. 

J . B.  Sewell,  Deputy  Register. 
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April  8,  1836.  John  R.  Thomas  and  Eli  K.  Price , the  two  Ex- 
ecutors affirmed,  and  Jlpril  19,  1836,  Jane  Preston,  the  Executrix,  af- 
firmed— And  that  they  would  diligently  and  faithfully  regard  and 
well  and  truly  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  Col- 
lateral Inheritance.  And  letters  Testamentary  were  granted  unto 
them.  Coram, 

JOHN  GEST,  Register. 


Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia 


ss. 


I John  Gest,  Esq.  Register  for  the 
probate  of  Wills  and  granting  letters  of  Administration  in  and  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania do  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  writing  to  be  true  copies  of 
the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Jonas  Preston,  M.  D.  deceased, 
together  with  the  Codicil  thereto — and  paper  writing  Marked  A.  re- 
ferred to  in  his  said  lasU  Will  <k  Testament — And  also  of  the  Pro- 
bate of  said  Wi^  CodiqMand  pap at  Writing  marked  A.  as  filed  and 


Record' 


e City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 

en  under  my  hand  and  Seal 
of  Office  this  t rofi/S' 
IdTy  of  j/vr/  '/f' 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
ne  Thousand  Eight 
hundred  and  thirty- 


///■</ 
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